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be neglected ; the more so that the coast tract from Sohar to
Mascat promised no very special interest, and I hoped for more
liberty to visit Djebel-Akhdar, the main object of my desires,
after an interview with Thoweynee, then reported to be at
Mascat. 'Eysa was of the same opinion, and we ended by ac-
cepting the captain's offer.

We remained yet two days longer in Sohar. During this
time we called on several of the good folks of the town^ and
passed cheerful hours in their society, amid entertainments
much more varied and elegant in style than any yet witnessed
by me even at Sharjah or Bahreyn. The Nargheelah here
wholly supersedes the pipe; and at evening parties, cakes and
pistachio nuts are handed round from time to time, much like
the after-dinner usage of English drawing-rooms. My readers
may remember that in Shomer and Nejed the removal of the
dinner or supper tray is a signal for the guests to withdraw
also; a practical way of saying that they only came to eat, and
now that eating is over, they may, in Corporal Nyni's phrase,
" shog off." In 'Oman the contrary is the rule, eating comes
first, and then conversation is prolonged to midnight or even to
the small hours, for it is no easy matter to get away from these
sociable hosts. The pleasures of intercourse are further enhanced
by song, seldom absent from an 'Oman party; the voices are in
general good, though not of large compass; and the Nabtee
metre, here absolutely predominant, admits of many light airs,
not unlike those of Persian music, but inadmissible in the re-
citation of Arab poems. The inhabitants of Sohar pride them-
selves on their sweetmeat manufacture, and are very profuse of
them on these occasions, keeping these delicacies in perpetual
circulation, as if alarmed lest the gratifications of the ear should
be insufficient.

Conversation turned much on the state of the country, and I
was struck by two things : one the great attachment, amounting
to a real hearty loyalty, of this people for the reigning family,
and for their nobles in general; the other their extreme hatred
of Wannabees, and, somewhat strange to say, of Turks; of these
last they have not much personal experience, but what they
have is enough to make them conceive an intense aversion
against Ottomans, whether as rulers or as individuals. Many